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B vriversiTY SCHOOL OF MASHVILLE

How the Dem School

Became USN

by Connie Culpepper, Editor

August 29, 1974
Peobody College announces thot ofier May, 1975
it will no longer operote the Demonsirafion School.

September 2, 1974
A group of porents meets of the home of Bernard
ond Betty Werthan fo discuss saving the school.

September 4, 1974

The PTA holds o special meefing in Vanderbilt's
Neely Auditorium fo discuss the possibility of
continuing PDS as an independent school.
With an esfimated 1,000 people present, the
Transifion Commifiee is formed.

September 21, 1974

Tronsifion Commifiee meets: Chairperson is Bernard
Werthan, Jr., and members present are Jim Hays,
Peggy Hays, Don Chappell, Ann Teoff, Gean
Morgan, Ed Pratf, Heber Rogers, Bill Freeman,
Martha Tanner, Harold Maier, Thelma Felton, Suzie
Morris, and Harold Jordan.

October 5, 1974

5 names, suggested by students, are approved by
the Transifion Commitiee 1o be voted on by students:
University Center School, Winthrop School, Nashville
University Center School, University School of
Nashville, Nashville Community School.

October 12, 1974

Student Marthc Tanner reporis that the 2 nomes
receiving the most votes are University School of
Nashville, 328 votes; Winthrop, 184 voles.

Ann Teaff moves that University School of Nashville
be odopled os the nome
of the new school.
{photo by Richard Lorch}

nfolding their
Tennesseans over
morning coffee that
Friday morning in
August, 1974,
Peabody
Demonstration School par-
ents read that their chil-
dren’s school
would close, news
most of them had
heard only the day
before when they
took their children
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G 0 @ n W}Eh around the din-
ing room table at

to PDS to register
for the beginning
2;“::31' Coll Bernard and
o g Betty Werthan's
adopted a sweep- N N i P
s New Name ! 202
reorganization yes- R
terday to make the school primarily 2 Committee which would bring about
teacher education institution, including i sl oot thint e ks St
putting s s ‘umn' 1g peripheral programs 0 ; be 5 school operated along the
and R of Peabody same lines as PDS had operated for 56
Demonstration School,” wrote Frank years, retaining the same philosophy
Sutherland, Education News Editor. il sibiaat atmosphese in which chil-
dren could study and learn.” Bernard
It’s possible that some of those parents Werthan, Jr., whose four children
merely sighed in resignation and took 2 stemided OB wa i Chai
bite of the bacon and eggs most people  of the Transition Commirtee.
had for breakfast in those days.
> : By Wednesday evening, nearly a thou-
But it’s not likely. Bythefollowmg mmmmm
Monday afternoon, a group of parents, “ingerested citizens” were crowding
teachers, and students was gathered into Vanderbilt’s Neely Auditorium to
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School To Buy Its Building, Land

Peabody College will sell the
butlding and property housing the
Hm\-emti' School of Nashville to
{hc school next week for $1.5 mil-
fon,

University School board
member Ronald Addlestone con-
firmed the sale this morning and
said final arrangements on the sale
would take place Thursday.

The University School took over
runaing what was called the Pea-
body monstration School two
years ago when the college an-
nounced it was no longer planning
to administer it.

Addlestone said the board has
been paying Peabody rent for
using the property but that a fund
raising drive has been under way
for two years to either build a new
g%léool or purchase it from Pea-

TKeboardis made up of parent's
from the school's approximately
720 students, Addlestone said.

The school, which enrolls stu-
dents from kindergarten through
high school, is located on the
corner of 21st and Edgehill ave-

nues.
Included in the purchase agree-

ment will be the school’s main
building, an annex and about seven
acres of land, Addlestone said.

Addlestone said the school will
continue with the same philosophy
and one reason the buildings where
purchased from Peabody is that
the parents wanted it to remain in
the university area.

‘He also said the school hopes to
hire a new headmaster sgortly
after Jan. 1.

The school’s current headmas-
ter, Dr. L. Edward Pratt, an-
nounced earlier this year his inten-

tions to resign.

The Tennessean announces good news in October, 1976.

Betty Werthan recalls that her husband,
Bernard Werthan, Jr. and Suzie Morris
made the first solicitation calls to other
parents. “Once we got started and saw
that it wasn't an insurmountable
amount of money and that parents were
forthcoming, we were confident that we
would succeed.” Indeed, as Bernard
Werthan explains, since student, faculty,
and parent involvement was part of
PDS tradition, it was expected that
many people would participate in many
ways in the new school’s founding.
Heber Rogers says that he knew early
on “that parents were strongly support-
ive of the survival of the school— that
hit me between the eyes very quickly.”

Probably only the Werthans themselves
would downplay their role in helping
PDS become USN. Laura Knox’s
most vivid recollection of her year on
the Transition Commuittee is working
with its chairman, Bernard Werthan.
“In those meetings, every Saturday
morning for a year, we never took a
vote.” She explains that, although of
course it took much more time to
achieve consensus, everyone left the
meetings with a sense of accomplish-
ment and of having been listened to.
As chairman, she says, Bernard
Werthan “showed a great deal of com-
passion and a great deal of wisdom.”

The Werthans interest in the
Demonstration School began when
Betty Werthan was studying social
work at Peabody College. Passing the
nursery school one day, she thought
how pleasant it would be to have her

little girl Betsy go to school on that
pretty campus. By the time PDS was

- to close, when all four of the children

were there, it was hard to imagine their
life without it. The phone call she
received from her late father-in-law
Bernard Werthan, Sr., a trustee of
Peabody College, remains firmly
etched in her memory today. Though
the bad news that the Board of
Trustees had just voted to close the
Demonstration School was a blow, the
Werthans never considered just
accepting the decision and finding new
schools for their children. Within days
that group of committed parents was
gathered at their dining room table,
and the long struggle to save PDS had
begun.

Why would busy people like the
Werthans and other PDS parents give
so much time to a cause? Laura Knox
contrasts her daughter Elizabeth’s
unhappy 8th grade year at another
school, when she sometimes flatly
refused to go to school, with her 9th
grade year at PDS, when every morn-
ing she stood in the kitchen doorway
tapping her foot in her impatience to
get to class. Laura Knox says of
PDS/USN that she always “loved the
interaction between students and
teachers. The teachers took such an
interest in the students. Elizabeth’s
first vear at PDS, Mr. Offutt and Mrs.
Metzger were particularly kind to her.
Without that relationship, teaching
becomes a mere performance.”

UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF NASHVIL n

November, 1982

The Lower School holds its first Grandparents’ Day

Fall, 1983

After two high school students are cited by Metro
police for smoking on
“The Wall” on Edgehill
Avenue, USN prohibits
student smoking there,
ending a long fradition
[photo by Richard Lorch)

April 28, 1984

The USN Auxiliary, forerunner to the USNA, makes its
fund-raising auction part of the party held the night
before the Couniry Fair, thus creating the first USNA
Dinner Auction.

February, 1983

David Brown, Ricky Ewing, Eric Rosen, and Tony Werthan
lead the men'’s basketball team to a 267 record, a fop 10 state
ranking, and a district championship fie.

May 22, 1984
The Board recognizes Heber Rogers for his 25 years
e %3 ; of service to

PDS/USN.

September, 1984
The kindergarten expands to four sections.

March, 1986
For the first time, the High School band performs at
Disney World.

April, 1988
Lower School music teacher Doni Princehorn directs
the first fourth grade operetta.

September 24, 1989
The Sperling Center opens.

January, 1990
Harvey Sperling resigns after accepling the position of
Head of University School of Milwaukee.

February, 1990

For the second straight year, the women'’s basketball
team wins the district championship, with sophomore
Jenny Boucek on her way o being the only woman in
the elite USN basketball 2,000 point club.
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Janvary, 1991

is nomed USN's Director

March, 1992

joe! Gordon, Roymond Zimmerman, ond Bernard
Werthan ore nomed lifefime honorary members
of the Boord of Trusiees.

November, 1992
Suzie Moris ond Betty Werthan are named
Jiefime honorary members of the Board of Trustees.

March, 1992
Cooch Jeff Goold fields the first USN locrosse team.

March, 1993
The USN community builds a playground.

November, 1993
USN wins the first of four consecutive state

volleyball championships.

May, 1994
The Women's tennis teom, led by Kote Burson,
Leslie Marnett, Kate Moody, Ellen Thomas, ond
Nicole White, wins the siate championship after
compiling o record of 17-0.

March, 1995
The Boord votes 1o gircondition the main building.

Spring, 1995

Gorret Wesilake's and Dan Hodges' eighth grode
Change Project” resuls in the formation of USN's
new Ultimote Frisbee team, “Brutol Grassburn.”

November, 1995
hm.mwmw
.mwkv'mkmevp.

T'his unique s

ship, the magnet that drew students to
i < hat ¢} pPNC
day, 1s what those PDS

’:L":r.lﬂ:_’ 1o preserve when

school every
parents were §
they devoted a vear of their lives to sav-
ing their children’s school. Other
changes were
inevitable.
Bernard
Werthan recent-
ly said, “Within
a short time
after the school
was formed, it
became appar-
ent that it would
be a different
kind of school
from PDS.
While parents
liked the
ambiance, it was
perhaps t0o
relaxed. Parents
wanted more rigor, more Ment scholars,
better SAT scores.”

person’s life.”

As Laura Knox promised in 1974,
committed parents, faculty and stu-
dents could not only save PDS, they
could improve on it. The new school
began immediately to define itself
and evolve as an independent school
governed by a Board of Trustees.
Worries
about ade-
quate
enrollment
were soon
replaced by
the need for
more space.
Harvey
Sperling,
named
USN’s
Director in
1979, would
lead the
school
throughout
the 80’s as
it moved
into the
first rank of
independent PDS students in 1974.

“,..education ought to be
not only academically
stimulating and
challenging but it should
also be one of the most

exciting aspects of a

essee. 1wo sentences

schools in Ten
in the 1974 “Statement of Principle”
point to the chief ways the new school
. ould enlarge upon its PDS heritage:
“srudents are regarded as individu-
Jls. . .who are encouraged and expected
to exercise an
increasingly large
measure of initia-
tive and self-dis-
cipline” and “stu-
dents...represent
the varied racial
and religious
composition of
the [Metropolitan
Nashville] area.”
Harvey
Sperling’s pithy
phrase for USN
was “academic
excellence in a
pluralistic set-
ting.”

By 1984 USN’s success was beginning
to seem certain. That vear, inspired by
George Orwell to attempt to predict the
future, the Volunteer staff asked 3rd
and 4th graders what USN would be
like in the impossibly-distant-sounding
vear 2000. Some of their predictions
remain unfulfilled: “Maybe there won’t
be any hook-ups, just spaceships to take
us to
school,” said
Brian
Lapidus;
Katie Bush
said, “Ricky
Ewing will
be the bas-
ketball
coach.”
(Ricky was
the basket-
ball star who
had graduat-
ed from
USN the
vear before.)
Lisa Tanley
predicted,
“In the vear
2000,
University






